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Controlling Late Blight of
Celery

Celery Acreage Increases, so Does the Need For Disease Control

By Jose Luis Aguiar, UCCE Farm Advisor, Riverside County

Celery acreage has been steadily Table 1. Celery' acreage and gross crop values for the Coachella Valley®
increasing inthe Coachella Val]ey. (See YEAR | ACREAGE GROSS CROP
Table 1 for data) Celery is acrop thatis VALUE
well suited to well-drained sandy soils of 2014 748 8,850,000
the desert. It has a fibrous shallow root 2013 574 % 965.000
system thatcan bedripirrigated. Celery Lt
production requires close attention, as 2012 522 7,397,400
there are several diseases that can affect 2011 478 : 5,306,900
the crop at different growth stages. 2010 391 - 5,603,600
A problem that shows up late in the 2009 412 5,363,000
growing season is Late Blight of Celery. 2008 254 2,757,900
It is also called Septoria Leaf Blight. 2007 331 4,569,900
This disease is caused by the fungus 2006 307 2,596,100
Septoria apii cola, other synonyms are 2005 365 2292700
S.apiiandS.apii-graveolentis. Septoria IRiverside County Agricultural Commissioners Crop Reports
apiicolaisanimperfect fungus meaning

2Celery is packed in 50-pound boxes
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